
The	
   University	
   of	
   Kansas	
   will	
   join	
   force	
   with	
   the	
   U.S.	
   Army	
   Corps	
   of	
  
Engineers,	
   the	
  Kansas	
  Historical	
  Society	
  and	
  the	
  Kansas	
  Anthropological	
  
Associa@on	
  to	
   inves@gate	
  the	
  Coffey	
  site	
  (14PO1),	
   located	
  along	
  the	
  Big	
  
Blue	
  River	
  in	
  the	
  Flint	
  Hills	
  region,	
  north	
  of	
  ManhaMan,	
  KS.	
  
	
  
The	
  significance	
  of	
  the	
  site,	
  which	
  is	
  listed	
  on	
  Na@onal	
  Register	
  of	
  Historic	
  
Places,	
   lies	
   in	
   the	
   documenta@on	
   of	
   the	
   lifeways	
   of	
   hunter-­‐gatherers	
  
during	
   the	
   Archaic	
   period.	
   Five	
   thousand	
   years	
   ago,	
   harsh	
   clima@c	
  
condi@ons	
   forced	
   dras@c	
   changes	
   in	
   adapta@on,	
   technology,	
   and	
   social	
  
organiza@on	
  among	
  Plains	
  prehistoric	
  groups.	
  The	
  Coffey	
  site	
  provides	
  a	
  
unique	
  record	
  of	
  these	
  transforma@ons.	
  
	
  
Undergraduate	
   and	
   graduate	
   students	
   will	
   salvage	
   vital	
   archeological	
  
informa@on	
   from	
   this	
   important	
   site,	
   while	
   being	
   taught	
   proper	
  
procedures	
  for	
  excava@on	
  and	
  laboratory	
  analysis	
  of	
  archaeological	
  data.	
  
Data	
  gathered	
  may	
  be	
  used	
  for	
  addi@onal	
  graduate	
  research.	
  
Enrollment	
   by	
   applica@on,	
   limited	
   to	
   fiVeen	
   students.	
   A	
   fee	
   for	
  
subsistence	
  and	
  transporta@on	
  costs	
  will	
  be	
  charged.	
  4-­‐6	
  credit	
  hours	
  
	
  
If	
   interested,	
  please	
   contact	
  Dr.	
   Frederic	
   Sellet	
   for	
  more	
   informa@on	
  at	
  
(785)	
  864-­‐1042	
  or	
  fsellet@ku.edu,	
  or	
  visit	
  the	
  Anthropology	
  office	
  in	
  622	
  
Fraser	
  Hall,	
  (785)	
  864-­‐4103.	
  	
  

CP3, the “Unit V” surface would have been available for occupation by ca. 4900 B.P. (Table 2.1). The 

archeological content of this former surface is insignificant compared to the cultural deposits preserved in 

stratified context within the reduced and oxidized Gunder Members. 

 

!

 

The six cultural zones (CZ1–CZ6) identified in CP1 are summarized in Table 3.1 and illustrated 

in Figures 3.3, 3.4, and 3.5. Cultural Zone 1 yielded five chipped stone artifacts in the transition zone at 

the contact between the C3 horizon of the Camp Creek Member and the Ab1 horizon of the reduced 

Gunder Member (Figures 3.3 and 3.4). As noted previously, evidence of plow-damage was observed on 

artifacts collected from CZ1: all specimens >2 cm (n = 4) exhibit evidence of rust and fracture patterns 

characteristic of farm implement contact. The debitage items include a middle-late stage biface thinning 

flake (0003) and an unclassifiable flake fragment (0004), both of Florence chert. The tools include a Stage 

3 biface fragment (0002) made from a cf. Wreford chert cobble procured from an alluvial context (Figure 

3.6), a fragment of a Wreford chert scraper on an early-middle stage core reduction flake blank (0001), 
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